New Mexico Christian Legal Aid

Annual Report Winter 2009

We are a fellowship of Christian lawyers and other volunteers who provide a free and unique com-
bination of legal and spiritual help to the poor and instill the love of Christ in the legal community.
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RECORD SMASHING YEAR FROM BEGINNING TO END

Thanks to God, 2009 was the most successful year in the history of NMCLA. It began with the preparations
for and conducting of the January 24, 2009 gala dinner banquet celebration of the 2008 10 -year anniversary of the
Christian Legal Aid program. The dinner included volunteers, donors and friends, as well as representatives from
our sponsors, Noon Day Ministry (several board members), Joy Junction, Albuquerque Rescue Mission, and the Vic-
tory Outreach Church and Fellowship pastors, a potential new sponsor. The event was honored by the attendance of
keynote speaker Sam Casey of Washington, D.C., former
Counsel and Sr. Vice President of Advocates
International, a worldwide fellowship of more
than 7,000 non-U.S. lawyer members. The eve-
ning program included special reports and
stories about NMCLA volunteers and their ser-
vice to the poor and homeless patrticularly re-
counted by Danny Whatley, Executive Direc-
tor of Noon Day Ministry. It was blessed with
special music by Billy Isidoro and Roberta
Mar quez, and performance of 0OYou Made a

Difference, 6 composed specially al —~* ="~
PLACE Session December 2009

service of the volunteers of NMCLA. The banquet was also the conclusion At Joy Junction

of the successful first time 2009 major fund raising of more than $40,000
which was shared partially with CLS which had provided substantial help to NMCLA during our ten years. Special
thanks for the work of all the volunteers and to Roberta Marquez for the banquet arrangements and to certain volun-

teers for the fundraising.

The year concluded with achieving a goal of serving 3,047 poor and homeless people, an all  -time high, of
which 2,407 were helped by the PLACE (Preventative Law and Community Education) group program and approxi-

mately 600 individuals were assisted privately by volunteer lawyers. The PLACE program which took place at Noon
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Day Ministry, Joy Junction, and Al buquerque Rescue Missio



